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not be retained, they might be destroyed. If the soil
of the Palatinate was not to furnish supplies to the
French, it might be so wasted that it would at least
furnish no supplies to the Germans- The iron-hearted
statesman submitted his plan, probably with much
management and with some disguise, to Lewis; and
Lewis, in an evil hour for his fame, assented* Duras
received orders to turn one of the fairest regions of
Europe into a wilderness* Fifteen years had elapsed
since Turenne had ravaged part of that fine country.
But the ravages committed by Turenne, though they
have left a deep stain on his glory, were mere sport in
comparison with the horrors of this second devastation*
The French commander announced to near half a million
of human beings that he granted them three days of
grace, and that, within that time, they must shift for
themselves* Soon the roads and fields, which then lay
deep in snow, were blackened by innumerable multi-
tudes of men, women, and children flying from their
homes* Many died of cold and hunger; but enough
survived to fill the streets of all the cities of Europe
with lean and squalid beggars, who had once been
thriving farmers and shopkeepers* Meanwhile the work
of destruction began* The flames went up from every
market-place, every hamlet, every parish church, every
country seat, within the devoted provinces. The fields
where the corn had been sown were ploughed up* The
orchards were hewn down* No promise of a harvest
was left on the fertile plains near what had once been
FrankenthaL Not a vine, not an almond tree, was to be
seen on the slopes of the sunny hills round what had
once been Heidelberg. No respect was shown to
palaces, to temples, to monasteries, to infirmaries, to